In 2008, fieldwork was conducted that resulted in the identification of 18 new mammal records from three counties (Dickens, Hall, and Motley) in northwest Texas. An additional 13 county records collected from 1956-2005 (including from Briscoe County) were identified after an examination of specimens housed in the Natural Science Research Laboratory of the Museum of Texas Tech University. Collecting efforts such as these provide important natural history data that can be used in future assessments of the mammalian diversity within Texas.
intRoduction
In the spring, summer, and fall of 2008, 18 species of mammals, all representing new county records, were collected from three counties in western Texas: Dickens (1), Hall (6), and Motley (11). Our sampling sites included 26 localities (see Fig 1) . The following are the trapping localities in which records were collected in 2008:
Afton. A private ranch, about 1.2 km north and 0.6 km east of Afton, in Dickens County. The locality included the edge of a small lake (UTM 14N: 332182E, 3738136N) surrounded by dense stands of cattail (Typha sp.) . Turkey North. A large private ranch, located approximately 10 km east of Turkey (UTM 14N: 335684E, 3809850N), in Hall County. This locality was comprised of both dense grassland and a juniper grassland drainage area with interspersed plum thickets surrounded by high bluffs.
Turkey South. Three ecological associations along country roadsides, about 7.5 km south and 6.0 km east of Turkey (UTM14N: 333040E, 3799903N), in Hall County. The first locality consisted of sandy soil with interspersed low-lying brush, another was a dry woodland riparian zone with large cottonwood trees (Populus wislizeni), and the third was a riparian zone along a brushy fencerow.
Additional specimens in both Hall and Motley counties were collected as road-kills along major roads (three sites). Finally, three bat specimens were collected from a roosting site in Hall County.
The following collections fill a comparative void in mammal distribution and representation along the northeastern edges of the Llano Estacado and associated Caprock habitats. After Bailey's statewide survey in 1905, little was added to the existing knowledge of Texas' mammals in this region. Systematic mammal collections in this region were not in place until Blair's (1954) efforts. The number of county records included herein is a reflection of the historical neglect of the region. Other researchers such as Dalquest and Horner (1984) , Stangl and Jones (1987) , Choate (1997) , and Roberts (1998) provided some details concerning distribution, seasonal occurrences, and geographic preferences of mammals in this area. The current study reflects recent collecting efforts and the inclusion of older and unreported collections from four counties along the margins of the Caprock that historically have been neglected since Blair's studies. The inattention to this specific region is in sharp contrast to adjoining areas within Texas to the west (Pesaturo et al. 1990; Choate 1997) , to the north (Dalquest et al. 1990 ; J. K. Jones et al. 1988) , and to the east (C. Jones et al. 1987; Dalquest and Horner 1984) .
MateRials and MetHods
Mammals were collected using a variety of methods including: collection of road kills, shooting, excavating burrow systems, trapping using Sherman, Tomahawk, and Macabee traps, as well as mist-nets. Voucher specimens were prepared either as skin and skulls or alcohol preserved specimens. All voucher materials (skin and skulls; TTU numbers), frozen tissues, and blood samples were deposited in the Collection of Recent Mammals in the Natural Science Research Laboratory (NSRL), Museum of Texas Tech University. Standard field measurements were taken for each specimen. Specimens were collected following the guidelines of the American Society of Mammalogists (Gannon et al. 2007) Nine-banded Armadillo
The Nine-banded Armadillo has expanded its North American distribution significantly over the last 150 years (Freeman and Genoways 1998) . In Texas, it is distributed throughout the state including portions of the Davis Mountains (Kennedy and Jones 2006) . This species tends to be found in greater abundance near water sources and in areas where the soil has a sand-clay mix. Two subspecies of Eptesicus fuscus occur within Texas, E. f. pallidus in the west and E. f. fuscus in the east. In addition to geographic separation, these subspecies are also defined in part by single (E. f. pallidus) versus twin (E. f. fuscus) births (Manning et al. 1989 ). Our specimens from Hall County, corresponding to E. f. pallidus, were collected at the First Presbyterian Church (359015E, 3843861N) in Memphis on 2 July 1980. Of the 44 specimens collected, 11 were males (five scrotal) and 33 were females .
Myotis velifer (J. A. Allen 1890)
Cave Myotis
The Cave Myotis commonly occurs in rock crevices, caves, and in man-made structures and is distributed throughout north-and south-central Texas extending into the western panhandle. In Hall County, on 27 September 2008, one male (TTU 109057) was collected in an abandoned house 5.9 km east of the junction between Texas Highway 70 and Farm Road 256 (332048E, 3838793N) . This appeared to be a roosting site for several hundred individuals as evidenced by the abundance of guano. In the same house, one male (TTU 109055) and one female (TTU 109056) were collected together from a single barn swallow (Hirundo rustica) nest. In Motley County, on 25 May 2008, one male (TTU 109058) was collected in a mistnet over a pond (316863E, 3786602N) 
Family Procyonidae Procyon lotor (Linnaeus 1758) Raccoon
Procyon lotor is found throughout Texas and occurs within or near hardwood-timbered habitats, bottomland swamps, lakes, ponds, and farmlands. In Motley County, on 28 September 2008, one female (TTU 109123) was collected as a road-kill specimen on Texas Highway 599, 6.4 km north of Flomot (316800E, 3795526N) . In Motley County, on 27 July 1968, one male (TTU 12060) was collected 12.9 km east of Matador (344911E, 3765206N).
ORDER RODENTIA Family Sciuridae Cynomys ludovicianus (Ord 1815)
Black-tailed Prairie Dog
Although extirpated over much of its former range, C. ludovicianus continues to thrive in the western portion of Texas north of the Rio Grande Plains and has a larger distribution than any other species of prairie dog (Hoogland 1996) . This species can be found in short grass prairies, in overgrazed pastures, and where vegetation is sparse. In Dickens County, on 11 July 1982, 11 males and 21 females (TTU 36864-36895) were collected 24.1 km north of Guthrie.
Spermophilus spilosoma Bennett 1833
Spotted Ground Squirrel
The Spotted Ground Squirrel typically inhabits dry areas with sandy soils and scattered brush. The distribution of this species includes the western portion of Texas and continues southward toward the Rio Grande Plains (Streubel and Fitzgerald 1978; Schmidly 2004 
